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the winner for the Best Beer Experi-
ence among the international appli-
cants. Central Washington’s beer in-
dustry is thriving and has greatly con-
tributed to the increase in tourism as 
well as the overall economic develop-
ment of the area. 

As a third-generation hops farmer 
from the Yakima Valley, I am proud 
that our fellow growers and our local 
craft brewers are receiving recognition 
for their efforts in making our region a 
unique travel destination. 

Please join me in congratulating 
John, his team, and the entire industry 
for helping bring such a prestigious 
award to Washington’s Fourth District. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF NEW 
YORK STATE TROOPER JOEL R. 
DAVIS 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of New York 
State Trooper Joel R. Davis. 

Trooper Davis was tragically killed 
in the line of duty on July 9, while re-
sponding to a domestic disturbance call 
in the town of Theresa, in upstate New 
York. Another victim was also trag-
ically killed in this terrible accident. 

Trooper Davis was a father, son, hus-
band, and a friend to many. He was 
deeply involved in his community, and 
also served as the commissioner of a 
local youth league baseball team. 
Trooper Davis was well-respected by all 
those who worked with him and be-
loved by everyone. 

As New Yorkers, we stand in soli-
darity to mourn the life of Trooper 
Davis, a dedicated public servant and a 
life that was too soon lost. At this 
heartbreaking time, we offer our con-
dolences to his family, community, and 
colleagues alike. 

It is at times like these that we come 
together and pause to extend our grati-
tude in all law enforcement in our 
State and across the Nation who risk 
their lives every day to protect us and 
to keep us safe. 

We are grateful for their dedication, 
service, and bravery of outstanding 
members like Trooper Joel Davis, who 
will rest in peace. 
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THANKING JANET BOSLEY 

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and public service of 
Janet Bosley. Janet has been a case-
worker in my district office and pre-
viously served my predecessor, Con-
gressman Matt Salmon. She is a wife, a 
mother, a grandmother, and I am very 
happy to call her my friend. 

Janet will soon be retiring. She faith-
fully served the constituents of Arizo-
na’s Fifth Congressional District for 

the past 5 years, and her steady pres-
ence in the district has been invalu-
able. 

My staff and I are going to miss 
Janet’s infectious smile and her witty 
stories. She is one of the most engag-
ing people I have known, and my life 
has been blessed because of her friend-
ship and example. 

I wish her the best of luck and happi-
ness as she moves into this new chap-
ter in her life. 

Thank you, Janet. May God bless 
you. 
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THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Okla-
homa (Mr. RUSSELL) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. RUSSELL. Mr. Speaker, there is 
a lot of discussion as we gather to talk 
about the role of government and al-
most everything that we do day to day. 
I think most Americans, as they go to 
work and they look at how the govern-
ment’s role is in their lives, they don’t 
really give the government a lot of 
thought. They want to be left alone. 

They are willing to pay some meas-
ure of taxes to have things that we all 
agree on, like schools, roads, bridges, 
stoplights, national defense, other 
things. We like to see efficient govern-
ment. We like to see it small. We like 
to see it without waste. 

If there are things that other services 
can provide without it being done by 
government, we like choices. We like 
privatization. We like the private sec-
tor. 

But there are certain things, Mr. 
Speaker, that the government does 
have a role in. This was recognized by 
perhaps the finest American we ever 
produced, Abraham Lincoln, when he 
said: ‘‘The legitimate object of govern-
ment is to do for the people what needs 
to be done, but which they can not, by 
individual effort, do at all, or do so 
well, for themselves.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, there are three sectors 
in which the government does have a 
role; and we as conservatives might 
want limited government, efficiency, 
and lack of waste, and our colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle would 
want similar things, but they might 
approach it a different way. We all, as 
Americans, have a moral obligation to 
protect the security of the United 
States of America. We have just seen 
that with the passage of the National 
Defense Authorization. But what I 
would like to address today is a breach 
in one of our pillars of national secu-
rity with a proposal with our aero-
space. 

The three areas that we must safe-
guard and protect are our national de-
fense, our national intelligence, and 
our national aerospace. 

We are considering now an AIRR Act, 
H.R. 2997, which would take the Fed-

eral Aviation Administration’s reau-
thorization, which we have to do, and 
it will pretty much remove Federal 
control of air traffic controllers and 
the control of our aerospace and put it 
into private industry. Many of us, in a 
bipartisan fashion, have grave concerns 
with this. I am one of them. 

If you look at H.R. 2997, what you 
will find is that the President has di-
minished authority. In the 1980s, when 
air traffic controllers, through their 
unions, went on strike and they said, 
‘‘We are not going to play; we are going 
to picket,’’ and it put the United 
States at risk, Ronald Reagan warned 
them by saying, ‘‘If you do that, you 
are fired.’’ 

They said, ‘‘Oh, he is not going to do 
that. How is he going to control the 
skies?’’ 

The President, acting on his con-
stitutional responsibilities, fired them. 
He took control, as he should have, and 
air traffic controllers, by the thou-
sands, were removed, and others were 
put in their place. 

H.R. 2997 would remove this type of 
authority that the President of the 
United States would have. If this bill 
were to become law, President Reagan 
would not have been able to do what he 
did in the 1980s. 

It also removes title 31 authority. 
What is that? Well, title 31 authority is 
how we, through the appropriations 
process and through the power of the 
purse, control and oversee government 
so that we, the people, and their duly- 
elected representatives are able to con-
trol the aspects and agencies of govern-
ment; because without this, without 
this power of the purse and without 
this powerful oversight tool, you might 
have bureaucracies become an entity 
unto themselves. 

So title I authority is vital that we 
have those hearings, controls, meas-
ures, and prohibitions so that even if 
something is decided on, money is not 
authorized, and, therefore, it gets shut 
down. Title 31 authority in H.R. 2997 
would be removed. 

There are also no other oversight 
provisions that would be put in its 
place. Why? Because what it is doing is 
it will take the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration’s air traffic control sys-
tem and it will put it into the hands of 
a private company. 

Now, I am all about privatization in 
business and choices, and there are a 
lot of things. But going back to the 
Lincoln quote, there are certain collec-
tive things that we cannot do as indi-
viduals and that the government has a 
role. 

If waste, inability to procure, inabil-
ity to modernize, or inefficiencies were 
a condemnation to privatize every-
thing, then why don’t we just privatize 
national defense? They waste money. 
They have trouble procuring. They 
have trouble modernizing. Why don’t 
we just turn over national defense to 
the private sector? 

We would never do such a thing be-
cause it would place all of us at risk. 
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